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The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
_expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un~-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of

the previous month.

Handmade Paper must be Developed.

The Report of the Director of Industries, Madras, for the year
1938-39 is, as a whole, very interesting. It tells us that the Govern-
ment, with a view to finding ways and means of providing employ-
ment for landless rural labor, asked Collectors to prepare Compre-
hensive memoranda on Cottage Industries. Such reports have been
prepared, and placed before periodical Conferences. They have
been submitted to the Government and the Government have passed
orders thereon. A scheme for demonstration of production of im-
proved jaggery has been evolved. Attention has been paid to the
Coir Industry of Calicut. Demonstrations have been conducted of
the manufacture of white sugar from Palmyra sweet toddy. This
industry has been declared possible as only a sideline to or in con-
junction with another small factory industry. Evolving a small scale
plant for the preparation of malted foods has been attempted and it
is expected to be completed during the current vear. The Govern-
ment sanctioned Rs. 950 for the supply of various models of village
implements to the All-India Village Industries Museum, Wardha,
Models were supplied therewith.

The best part of the Report, however, is that which deals.with
the question of handmade paper. Now that the present war
appears to go on for vears and that paper has become one of the
dearest commodities to-day, there is practically concensus of opinion
that handmade paper should be widely manufactured. The Director
of Industries states that the co-operation of a geutleman in the
Bellary District and of the correspondent of an aided industrial
school near Madras has been very useful in counection with the deve-
lopment of the handmade paper Industry, He believes that much
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might be done under existing rules and with existing facilities if
local non-official action could be stimulated in a similar wav in
different areas. Yes, we wish every member of everv local body,
more especially, everv member of everv Panchavat Board devoted
some thought to this question. Paper 1s possible to be mapufactured
by hand in every village to-day and made available for local use of
manyv descriptions, During war the industry is bound to stand ; for,
eveu as it is to-dav, handmade paper prices are not different from
Mill made paper prices, With a cottage industry of paper flourish~
ing in every village, it may feed and clothe one unemploved person.
After the war also, there is no reason wiiv this Industrv as a cottage
industry should not stand similarly as manv other industries appear
to stand in Japan, Mr. Chitra who was deputed bv the Govern-
ment to Japan to study Cottage industries, is said to have submitted
his Report. Handmade paper is one of the subjects to which he
has given special attention, If Japan cau send 60 or 70 per ceut. of
her exports of manufactures of small and medium scale industries,
there is no reasou why, by proper planning and research, we cannot
make paper industry strike deep root in our country and flourish even
after the war, under ordmarv conditions,

At present, we are told, there are four institutions conducting
paper making classes—Harijan Iudustrial School, Kodambakkam,
Bharadwarj Asram, Peddakadubur, since transferred to Adoui, one
at Rajamuudry and one in Malabar. Itis well that this work of
holding classes for handmade paper is widely undertaken.

In this connection a few facts revealed in the Director's report
are discouraging and distressing. The Government were making
a special grant to the first two institutions to meet the full expendi=
ture. That grant has now been withdrawn. They are expected to
carry on, relying on the assistance thev are entitled to get under the
Code of Regulations for Industrial Schools, the maintenance grant
thus being limited to not more than half the net cost. Not only have
the Govermmeut cut dowu grants in this mauner but thev have also
deferred, for the present, a couiprehensive scheme for the develop-
ment ot the handmade paper Industry, including the constitution of
three demonstrative parties and the appointment of a supervising
demounstrator. The present is a national opportunity for the Paper
Industry and we do hope that the Government will not let this
chance fail by their short-sighteduess, We appeal to ali non. ofﬁcxal
opinion to stir itself to activity and help to start on a campa,xgix-of
handmade paper for all purposes.
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